
 

Congregational Meeting Update, Notice of Special-Called Congregational
Meeting on July 18, and Notice of Unanimous Additional Nominations of

Elder Nominees

 

Dear MBC Family –

 

Thank you for your patience while we have navigated a series of challenging
next steps following our recent Congregational Meeting. As we shared in our
initial update on Thursday, and as we provided even more detail in today’s
sermon, a small group of people have been using disinformation – combined
with the improper, unauthorized use and distribution of your private, personal
information as members of MBC – as part of an ongoing effort to disrupt and
try to take control of the church.  The latest attempt involved an effort to “vote
no” on the elders last week, even though not a single concern has been raised
on the biblical qualifications of the three men who were nominated.

 

As we have learned more about this coordinated effort to try and take control
of the church, there have also been a significant number of reports of
disturbing activity by the group, including:

 

Continued distribution of our private membership database with
names, birth dates, addresses and other personal and private
information of MBC members to others in attempts to influence a
group vote against the elder nominees;
Former members who now live in other states from Florida to Maine
returning to try and vote against the elder nominees;
Former members who now serve on staff at other churches returning
to try and vote against the elder nominees;
Former members who made a point of withdrawing their MBC
membership in writing – in some cases years ago - returning to try
and vote against the nominees; and
Former members using inflammatory fabrications – such as the
absolutely false statement that we are selling the Tysons facility - to
lobby current MBC members as soon as they walked in the door to try
and lobby others to vote against the elder nominees.  

Notwithstanding this direct attack on the elder vote, and even in the context of
a significant number of questionable ballots as a result, we are encouraged to
report that at all of our locations other than Tysons, all results were
overwhelmingly positive in the range of 94-100% in favor of the elder
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nominees. This is an incredible picture of unity in our church family.  

 

At the same time, the efforts of this group were targeted at our Tysons
location, which received the overwhelming impact of the group’s efforts.  Even
if all of their votes from Wednesday night at Tysons are counted, including
provisional ballots and all of the questionable voting attempts noted above, the
final count ranges somewhere between 70-78% depending on which specific
ballots are accepted (from active members of MBC) and which ones are
rejected (from inactive members or former members).  As a result, the potential
range of outcomes brings the final outcome of the election on elder nominees
either just above or just below the required 75% line, depending on which
individual ballots are accepted or rejected.  

 

This outcome – and the resulting focus on improperly cast ballots - places the
Board in the unenviable position of adjudicating ballots to determine an elder
election, rather than leading the church forward in light of a clear result.  We
are also faced with the very real possibility that a group of less than 200
people, representing less than 7% of the membership at MBC (and
representing much, much less of the overall body of Christ here), might
actually succeed in preventing biblical elders from being seated for our church
for the first time in more than sixty years.

 

Providentially, the MBC Constitution provides a solution.  Pursuant to Article VI
of the MBC Constitution, the current Board is expressly authorized to retain
authority to lead the church with full authority for the next 90 days as we wait
for new elders to be affirmed.  Moreover, the Board is also directed to put
forward additional nominations and call for a special congregational meeting
and an additional vote.    

 

In accordance with these constitutional provisions, and in light of the significant
questions and irregularities that arose in connection with the disruptive vote at
Wednesday night’s meeting at MBC Tysons, please be advised that the Board
will hold a special congregational meeting for all of our locations of MBC that
will take place in coordination with our worship services at 9AM and 11AM on
Sunday, July 18.  In anticipation of this upcoming special meeting, the board
also hereby announces unanimous additional nominations for the three men
who the board believes are best qualified to serve MBC as elders:

 

                        Chuck Hollingsworth

                        Ken Tucker

                        Jim Burris

 

A congregational vote of active members will be held on these additional
nominations for the three men above at our special-called congregational
meeting on July 18.  In addition to holding the meeting in coordination with our
worship gatherings rather than on a separate night of the week, ballot security
measures will also be implemented to prevent some of the challenging



circumstances that we observed this past Wednesday night.  Specifically, all
active members will be required to show official identification, which will then
be checked against the most current MBC active membership roster, and then
a ballot will be given to those active members who are shown on the current
active membership roster.  Ballots will not be anonymous, but will instead
include a unique identifier with the active member’s name on the ballot itself.
 These official ballots will then be cast by name by all active members present.
 Additional measures designed to further preserve the integrity of the vote on
elder nominees by active members of MBC will also be communicated in
coming days.

As a church, we have an amazing opportunity on July 18 to come together in
unity and affirm that what we experienced this past Wednesday is not who we
are or how we partner together as a church family at MBC.  This is not about a
small group of people who are unhappy with the leadership of the church.  This
is about the active members of MBC deciding together how we will operate as
a church and what it will look like for us to move forward together in unity.  The
vote of every single member of our church matters significantly toward that
end.  As a result, we humbly ask you to please take every necessary step to
be present for our worship services and for our special-called congregational
meeting in coordination with those services on Sunday, July 18.

We look forward to communicating more in detail with you over the next two
weeks.  There is absolutely nothing to hide, and we look forward to
communications later this week that will address much of the disinformation
about the church that has been shared in recent days.

We also look forward to how God will use this journey of faith in the life of our
church in ways that bring Him glory and honor and praise.  This is not the first
time this has happened, even at MBC.  In prior seasons, challenges like this
have galvanized the church and brought new energy and purpose to the
shared mission of MBC.  

We pray that the Lord would do the same now in this new day! 

In Christ,

The MBC Elder Board

McLean Bible Church 8925 Leesburg 
PikeVienna, VA. 22182 

(703) 639-2000
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